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Stakeholders
Mike Keziah, Chair
Dave Navey, Vice Chair
Mike Allison 
Rich Deming
Laura Mundell
Rod Trump
Brian Kasher
Jim Burke
Alan Giles
Larry Lane
Marcie Smith 
Robert Taylor 
Guests
Steve Niewulis, Carolina Energy Distributors
Marty Piecuch, Carolina Energy Distributors
Charlie Messina, Carolina Energy Distributors
Jason Culler, Ferrellgas
Staff
Jason Wager 
Sarah Niess 
Emily Parker

Meeting Notes

Welcome & Introductions
Chairman Mike Keziah welcomed everyone and each attendee introduced themselves to the group. As this would be Sarah’s last Core Stakeholder Group meeting before going on maternity leave, Mike acknowledged Sarah’s hard work and dedication to the CCFC over the years.

Carolina Energy Distributors Presents Odyssey Battery
Steve Niewulis (Carolina Energy Distributors) gave a brief introduction and then Charlie Messina spoke about the benefits of Odyssey Battery.  Several benefits mentioned were that: they are reliable – lasting 3x the life of a regular battery, Odyssey Battery is based on less heat and lower resistance and has a high discharge/recharge rate, and that they are made domestically in the United States. After Charlie’s presentation, the floor opened for questions from the group.  It was also noted that Odyssey Battery is a technology option in the CFAT grant due March 15, 2010.   

Subcommittee Updates 
Electric Vehicle Activities 
Jason Wager updated the group on the EV activity that has transpired in recent months. The reality is that the city and the region are well positioned to show leadership on the EV front moving forward.  There is a possibility that Charlotte could be one of the first demonstration cities in the second phase of EV roll-out (by Nissan) – but in order for that to happen, we need to be prepared in terms of charging infrastructure and accessibility.  One of the current major issues is that even if someone were to purchase an EV, there are very limited options for public charging.  A potential remedy for this issue is to expedite the turnaround time for charging infrastructure installation. Mecklenburg County already has in place an online automated system that pre-approves vendors who do one certain type of project (e.g., charging stations) – this could limit the waiting period to 3 days to one week (presumably instead of weeks or months).  The next step would be to expand the automated pre-approval system and in turn, an EV charging infrastructure, out into the Centralina region. 

Jason noted that with all of the activity surrounding EVs and infrastructure, the CCFC is in the process of determining how the EV Subcommittee can make the highest and best use of its time spent convening around this topic. 

CNG Consortium / NGV Subcommittee
Similar to the EV Subcommittee, next steps need to be determined for this natural gas group. The larger group was asked to consider their own preferences for what direction this subcommittee should take moving forward.  Please forward any suggestions to Emily Parker (eparker@centralina.org) or Jason Wager (jwager@centralina.org). In other NG news, the “Compelling Case for Natural Gas Vehicles” Workshop was mentioned. This event is scheduled for March 16, 2010 in Raleigh and CCFC is a co-host.

2010 Policy Subcommittee
Sarah Niess updated the group on the upcoming Energy Independence Days happening March 1 & 2, 2010 in Washington DC.  The first day of this event will be spent learning about relevant policy issues and the second day is dedicated to meeting with representatives (or their aides) from around the region. Jason, Emily and stakeholder Rich Deming will participate in this event.  The CCFC would like to put together a subcommittee (low-level time commitment) which could act as a sounding board on policy issues. The following core stakeholders graciously volunteered to serve on the policy subcommittee:

· Dave Navey
· Rich Deming
· Marcie Smith
· Larry Lane

Coalition Projects 
Greater Charlotte Region Biofuels Project
This project is funded by the Biofuels Center of North Carolina and the North Carolina Green Business Fund and is comprised of dedicated project partners Charlotte-Mecklenburg Utilities, CPCC, UNC Charlotte, and CCOG.  The group is in full swing, meeting regularly and completing project deliverables. Hopefully in the next year, members of this Biofuels Project group can present their findings at a Core Stakeholder Group meeting.  It was also noted by stakeholder Rod Trump (York Technical College) that the City of Rock Hill is starting a FOG (fats, oils, grease) mitigation program.  

Derrick Travel Center TSE Project   
Jason updated the group on the Rowan County TSE project. While this project has had its share of issues, at the time of the Core Stakeholder Group meeting it was technically operational (at no cost to the driver for several weeks to come).      

Carolina Blue Skies and Green Jobs Initiative
Sarah reported that while having answered many detailed follow-up questions from DOE (other Blue Skies Initiative administrative partners had to do this as well), we are still waiting for them to release contracts so work can begin on projects. This federal funding will bring approximately $2M to the region but at this point we cannot say exactly when, but we will keep everyone posted.  

CCFC Action Planning Process  
We will initiate this yearly process in late spring or early summer to better coincide with the Federal fiscal year and a DOE funding source that distributes payments based in part upon the delivery of an annual coalition plan. 

CFAT II Presentation 
Jason made a presentation on the Clean Fuel Advanced Technology (CFAT) grant that is due Monday, March 15, 2010 (see the attached presentation pdf).  CCFC is able to provide grant reviewing assistance to its stakeholders. Please contact Emily Parker (eparker@centralina.org or 704-688-6507) at your earliest convenience if you would like such help or if you have any questions. 

Ferrellgas Presentation
Jason Culler, Field Account Manager with Ferrellgas, spoke to the group about the benefits of propane and also about the Ferrellgas Propane Roadshow Event scheduled to come through Charlotte on February 2, 2010.  This event will feature a test drive opportunity in the propane-powered ROUSH F-250 and also informative presentations by industry leaders in propane. He can be contacted for additional information at: jasonculler@ferrellgas.com.

Annual Clean Cities Survey
During lunch the 2009 Clean Cities Survey was distributed to the group. This survey helps CCFC get a better, more detailed understanding of the alt fuels and infrastructure, alt fuel vehicles, and idle reduction policies that fleet managers and fuel providers in the region have in place. This survey is due no later than Friday, February 19.  If you have any questions, please contact Emily Parker.

Next Meeting
The next CCFC Core Stakeholders Group Meeting will be held on:

Wednesday, March 31, 2010
10:30 am – 12:30 pm
Centralina COG Offices
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